
   
 

   
 

Saint Dominic Academy 

August 18, 2020 Town Hall Questions and Answers 

Auburn Campus - Grades 6 – 12 

Information accurate as of August 21, 2020 

Health Questions 

Q. Is there any talk about getting students and staff getting tested for COVID like colleges?  Some 

colleges are already having breakouts along with elementary schools.  These colleges and schools 

chose not to have staff and students tested. 

A. Not currently.  School nurse, Pam Kay, will rely on symptoms screening required each morning 

to determine whether a student will be referred for testing. Students who do not pass the 

screening or who have not completed the screening will not be allowed into the building until 

the screening is complete.  Testing needs to be done with the student's primary care physician 

or at another testing site. 

Q. I am very concerned about "mask breaks" in classrooms.  30-40% of COVID carriers are 

asymptomatic (show no s/s of the virus) and are only detected if are tested or have a cat scan which 

have shown lung tissue damage. 

A. Mask breaks will occur at eating times when students are 6’ apart and outdoors.  Depending on 

weather conditions, teachers will plan on giving students outdoor breaks as much as possible. 

Q. What is the plan if someone comes down with COVID? Will we push forward, or will we close the 

school? 

A. The school will not close in the case of a positive test result unless directed to in accordance 

with Maine CDC guidelines.   

Q. What if a classmate calls in sick with fever and chills?  What is the policy for the rest of the class, 

until that student gets test results? 

A. Nurse Pam Kay will follow up with the parents of any students who are reported absent because 

of symptoms.  No action is taken until someone who has been in the building tests positive for 

COVID.  Keep in mind that symptoms such as fevers and chills are also symptoms of non-COVID 

related illnesses. We will follow the Maine CDC guidelines. 

Q. What is the threshold (numbers) to shut down school and go remote if students begin to get sick? 

A. We will follow Maine CDC guidelines.  The school will not be closed unless the Maine CDC 

requires it. 

Q. Does the school have any testing capabilities, or are you relying on students’ doctors to test and 

wait for results if a student thinks they may have COVID? 

A. We are not testing at school.   Testing needs to be done with the student’s primary care 

physician or another qualified testing facility.  See above 



   
 

   
 

Q. What are the guidelines related to the masks that can be worn? 

A. The policy related to mask use has been posted on our website in the Saints Portal in the Student 

Health button.   2020-2021_Lewiston and Auburn Mask Policy 

Q. Why do the students need a doctor’s note to wear a face shield instead of a mask? 

A. Masks provide the best line of defense.  Face shields do not provide the best defense, but we 

are willing to allow them if there is medical documentation. 

Q. The screening tool asks if you have a temperature of 100.  Is the plan to use 100 or 100.4 as a 

threshold? 

A. The correct threshold is 100.4. The self-assessment program has been adjusted to reflect the 

correct threshold. 

Q. I have heard some folks who have used an oxygen meter that proves masks reduce oxygenation of 

the blood from 98-99 percent by 20 to 30 percent = hypoxia.  What are you doing to prevent 

hypoxia and medical issues that arise from long term mask wearing? 

A. If used properly, masks do not decrease O2 levels or cause hypoxia.  Please contact nurse 

Pamela Kay at pamela.kay@portlanddiocese.org or 207-782-6911 to discuss this issue. 

Q. How can a student show proof that his or her screening has been completed if he or she does not 

have a cell phone? 

A. If a student does not have a cell phone to show that the screening has been completed, the 

school nurse will refer to the report generated from the health screening program.   

The assessment needs to be completed by 7:15 am each day so the report can be generated and 

the screening can take place. 

Q. What is the plan for prompt communication to all families to alert to positive cases within the 

school, and whether your child may have been exposed. 

A. Immediate action will be taken in the event of a positive case.  Any necessary communication, 

particularly as it relates to the exposure of others in the school, would take place in accordance 

with Manie CDC guidelines.  We will protect the privacy of all individuals throughout this 

process. 

Q. How are they going to have to prove they filled out the health assessment? 

A. A report will be generated and sent immediately to the school nurse to check to make sure she 

has received the health assessment from students.   

Q. If kids must be home for illness or precautions, can they access online so they do not get behind? 

A. Yes.  Students will have the ability to access lessons and assignments online. 

Q. Will the students have a space to store personal items, coats, lunchboxes etc.? Or will they have to 

carry everything? 

A. Middle School teachers have created a supply list which includes a crate for storage of items 

during the day and at the end of the day for items that are not needed at home.  This crate can 

https://www.stdomsmaine.org/editoruploads/files/news/2020_-_2021_Lew_and_Auburn_Mask_Policy.pdf
mailto:pamela.kay@portlanddiocese.org


   
 

   
 

be used for books, binders, lunch boxes, water bottles, etc. and will be kept under the student’s 

chair.  Recommended dimensions are 17” x 10 ½” x 13 ½.  Middle School Supply Lists 

High School teachers are recommending a bag for black days and a separate one for white days.  

High School teachers will discuss storage options during their first-class sessions with students.   

Q. In the 6th grade parents meeting we were told that aftercare at the Auburn campus would be 

available and details would be given at a later date. Will this still be happening even with all the 

COVID precautions? 

A. The library will be open after school at the Auburn Campus until 5 pm.  The Academic Wing will 

be closed.  The Commons will also be closed unless there is overflow from the library.  The gym 

will be closed unless there is a prescheduled athletic or extracurricular activity.  Students need 

to be off campus by 5 pm. 

Q. What is the plan for cold weather once kids have a lot more gear than they can realistically carry 

with them class to class? 

A. Guidelines related to gear will be reevaluated frequently to adjust to weather conditions.  Plans 

for the management of additional clothing and other items needed as the seasons change will 

be communicated to students and parents. 

Q. Are online options available in an ongoing manner in the event of Quarantine/isolation requirement 

or an outbreak?  

A. Yes.  We were able to shift to online/remote learning in March and will do it again in the event it 

is required. 

Q. Where do we store our sports gear?  Where do we store our coats / outer wear? 

A. The locker rooms will be open for students to store athletic equipment and cleaned daily.  

Health guidelines related to the wearing of masks and social distancing apply in the locker 

rooms. 

Q. What is the policy regarding hooded jackets or sweatshirts? 

A. St. Dom's hoodies, i.e., hooded sweatshirts, in St. Dom's colors (black, white, or grey) with the 

St. Dom's logo, CAN be worn, BUT the hood cannot be on the student's head.  Strict adherence 

will be observed. 

Q. Will students, especially Middle School, be in a static pod grouping, or will student classes be mixing 

throughout the day?  Are kids moving classes or teachers moving to them. 

A. Middle School students will be in pod groupings.  7th and 8th grade students will change location 

for Science classes.  6th, 7th, and 8th grade students will change location for art, PE, and music.  

Middle School Principal, JP Yorkey, will send a letter with details to Middle School parents in the 

near future. 

Q. Will the Middle School be able to leave their books in the classroom if they do not need them? 

A. Yes.  See above regarding storage. 

Q. Will the MS students use a different entrance? 

https://www.stdomsmaine.org/saints-portal/summer.cfm


   
 

   
 

A. Yes.  Middle School students will enter behind the St. Francis Garden.  Staff will be present to 

direct drop off on Wednesday, August 24.  Staff will also be on hand to direct the flow of foot 

traffic in the building. 

Q. Will HS students be able to eat outside while appropriately spaced as much as possible? 

A. We will leave that option up to the individual teachers.  Fresh air is encouraged whenever 

possible.  Eating outside is not prohibited.  

Q. Will kids have a break before lunch?  Aka snack? 

A. The teachers will monitor the students and give breaks as needed.  

Q. Will snack be allowed in classrooms? 

A. Eating is allowed in the classrooms.  Guidelines related to sanitizing will be observed.  Teachers 

will communicate the rules for eating in classrooms.  

Q. Can kids just get milk for lunch? 

A. For lunch, all drinks must be brought from home or purchased as part of a lunch package.  A la 

carte menu items such as drinks will be available only at breakfast.   

Lunch needs to either be pre-ordered or brought from home.  Pre-ordered lunches are package 

deals that include a lunch choice, side, and drink.  Those need to be ordered by 10 pm the night 

before the lunch will be consumed. 

Q. Can students bring their own devices into school to use for classes? 

A. Yes.  Students can bring their own device for classwork.  Each teacher has the discretion on how 

school or personal devices will be used during class time.  Guidelines related to appropriate use 

will be followed.  

Q. How do students get eBooks? 

A. Please see the Letter from Director of College and Academic Advising regarding books and 

Shelfit Book Ordering Instructions.   The ISBN numbers for the books needed can be used to 

search for eBook options for those books. 

Q. What are the guidelines related to extracurricular activities such as yearbook, math team, etc.? 

A. Club moderators will provide schedules and guidelines for eating and staying safe during after 

school club activities.  The guidelines will be like the regular school day rules related to the 

wearing of masks and social distancing. 

 

Please contact the school at 207-782-6911 with additional questions or explore the Saints Portal at 

Saints Portal 

https://www.stdomsmaine.org/editoruploads/files/Academics/200728_letter_from_Jeff_McAdam_books_etc.pdf
https://www.stdomsmaine.org/editoruploads/files/Academics/SDA_2020_Bookstore_Welcome_Flyer.pdf
www.stdomsmaine.org/saints-portal/

